**Abstract**

**Objective**: We investigated the association of breastfeeding with learning ability in school aged children.

**Methods:** A total of 868 children, aged 8--11 years, were recruited from 5 districts of South Korea. Parents filled out the Learning Disability Evaluation Scale (LDES) and the subscores were compared using analysis of covariance between children who were breastfed and those were not. Age, gender, area of residence, yearly family income were included as covariates in model 1 and the child's IQ was added as a covariate in model 2.

**Results:** Children who were breastfed had higher listening (p = 0.048), speaking (p \< 0.001), reading (p = 0.002), writing (p = 0.002), spelling (p = 0.001), mathematical calculation (p = 0.002), and learning quotient (p \< 0.001) scores in the LDES in model 1. When adding the child's IQ as a covariate, the speaking (p = 0.013), spelling (p = 0.041), and learning quotient (p = 0.042) still remained significant

**Conclusion:** The results suggest that breastfeeding has a protective effect on learning disabilities in school-aged children.
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